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	Our Mission

We are committed to developing Christ-like scholar-servants to serve the people and manage the resources of corporations, small businesses, not-for-profit organizations, and churches.

While stressing character, service, and responsibility, our overall goal is to help students understand that their highest calling is to Christ and humanity.


Dear Houghton Student,
We hope you will take advantage of the wide variety of advising resources made available on campus.  This guide and the Houghton College Catalog are good starting points. Your faculty advisor and student peers are also important sources of information.

The most current and most easily accessible source for advising information is the college’s website.  Our department web site at http://www.businessathoughton.com has a wealth of information just a mouse click away.  Check out the Programs page for the requirements of each program.

In your quest for both learning and a degree, the Houghton faculty are ready to serve as your mentors. Do not hesitate to seek us out. A strong relationship with your faculty advisor pays real dividends both here at Houghton and on into your career.
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For the Houghton College Business, Accounting, and Economics Faculty, 

	Ken Bates,

Department Chair


	
	


Getting the Right Start
As a new student at Houghton College, you probably made your first contact with an admissions counselor from the Admissions Office  (Fancher Hall). The admissions counselor works to help students through initial advising hurdles like understanding Integrative Studies requirements and the evaluation of transfer credits. However, they are not intended to be a student’s regular advisor.

During your freshman year, your faculty advisor is assigned to you. This provides a good chance for you and your advisor to come to know each other well during your first year. Your freshman advisor may or may not be in the area in which you wish to major. In either case, when you are ready to decide what you wish to major in you will sign up with an advisor in your area of interest. If you are interested in majoring in Business, then you will need to choose one of these concentrations: Economics, Finance, Management, Marketing, or International Business. However, you do not need to decide which concentration you will do until the beginning of your senior year. The courses that you take during freshman, sophomore, and junior years are pretty much the same for all of these concentrations.

You also are free to change your mind as to which are you wish to major in but the later you do this the more difficult your course planning might become.  By the second semester of you sophomore year you should have this pretty much nailed down.

At this point you should remember two things:  First, if your initial advisor is not very familiar with all of the business or accounting degree requirements, feel free to "get a second opinion."  If you are considering a major in Accounting or Business or a minor in Business, Accounting, or Economics, you can stop by the third floor of the Academic Building to get your questions answered; or for quick questions, call us at 567-9448. Second, when you’re ready to declare your major you will then be assigned an advisor in the department.


Integrative Studies Requirements 
To graduate from Houghton College, you need to complete 125 credits, including 42 credit hours in Integrative Studies Level One coursework, 12 hours in Integrative Studies Level Two coursework, and the requirements for your major.  As you complete a Business or Accounting major, ECON 210 Microeconomics or ECON 211 Macroeconomics will fulfill 6 credit hours of the Integrative Studies requirements. The first course of these courses counts as a level one course, and the second as a level two requirement.  We recommend that you consider taking courses in other social sciences as you attend Houghton to help broaden your education, but there is no requirement to do so.
The actual Integrative Studies requirements you must complete are listed in the Houghton Catalog for the year you were officially admitted to and enrolled (matriculated) at Houghton.  You can download a copy of the most recent catalog by following this link.
The Degree Audit Sheet form provided by your advisor is useful for tracking the IS courses you have taken or plan to take.  You will want to discuss options in meeting these requirements well in advance in order to avoid potential conflicts late in your academic career.
Transfer Credits
Some business students begin their college careers at other schools.  The Academic Records Office evaluates your undergraduate transcript.  They work closely with the faculty of various departments to determine the transferability of courses from other schools, and what requirements they fulfill.

Choosing Your Major or Minor
Selecting a major and minor(s) in a timely manner helps to insure that you can complete your degree requirements within four years.  Poor planning, frequent changes, or failure to declare your major can all contribute to extending your college career.  On the other hand, once you file the “Declaration of Major/Minor” card with the Records Office you receive a curriculum audit sheet and are assigned a faculty advisor with expertise in your area of interest.  This faculty member will assist you in selecting and sequencing courses to best achieve your personal and career goals.  You are encouraged to discuss your plans and preferences with your faculty advisor and to schedule an early appointment with him/her at course selection time to insure that you will be most likely to get a place in the classes you desire.  Business majors do not need to choose an area of concentration but must have completed at least one minor prior to graduation.  Minors may be chosen to complement your major or simply to broaden your educational horizons or explore an area of special interest.  

Should you decide to change your major you should immediately repeat the process above so you can be assigned a new advisor with special expertise in your new area.  There is no fee to change your major or minor.  Those who move from a business or accounting major to another are may benefit from using the initial courses taken to complete a minor in one of these areas.  This often enhances your career opportunities upon graduation.

