BRINGING YOUR HORSE TO CAMP

1. Be sure your horse is up-to-date on Coggins test, rabies inoculation, (must bring photocopy of certificates for those two with you – NYS law), and other recommended inoculations such as tetanus, rhino, West Nile virus, flu, strangles.

2. Pack your horse’s grain in labeled zip-lock bags with amount of grain and any supplements, medications or daily wormer pre-measured and included in the appropriate meals.  For example, Star, Suzy Jones, Sunday pm: Star, Suzy Jones, Monday am; Star, Suzy Jones, Monday pm, etc.    That way camp staff can be sure that each horse gets exactly the right rations.
3. Bring your saddle with fittings, bridle and bit, halter and lead rope, and any splint boots, etc. you normally use with your horse.  Bring several saddle pads, as you will need a fresh saddle pad for each ride.  (We do have washer and dryer at the barn, to launder saddle pads, but cannot get 18 to 36 pads washed and dried EVERY day)  It is strongly recommended that you have everything labeled with your name, so it does not get mixed up with other campers’ gear!
4. Bring a couple of bales of hay, to keep your horse munching happily during times he/she is in a stall.

5. Bring a water bucket and a feed bucket for your horse.

6. Bring fly-spray and/or a fly mask for your horse.

7. Each stall at the Houghton College Equestrian Center has a clipboard with plastic sleeve for a stall sign.  Feel free to make a paper sign (standard typing paper size) with photos and information about your horse to go on the front of the stall!  That will help the other campers and the camp staff get to know your horse and will make sure your horse gets its own grain!  Plus it is fun and looks really cool!

8. Be sure your horse’s feet are in good shape, appropriately shod or trimmed and ready for work.  He or she will get ridden 10 or more times during your week at camp, and you don’t want your horse to be unable to keep up because of tender feet!

9. There IS parking space at the equestrian center for trailers to be left during the week of camp, if desired.

10.   Picking forks, wheelbarrows, and shovels are available at the equestrian center, as is sawdust bedding.  You do NOT need to bring those with you.

11. There are paddocks for limited turnout available, so campers’ horses can nibble grass and blow off steam.

