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Expressing Profound Gratitude
Adam Gerard graduated in 2019 from Houghton 
College with a degree in theology. He moved to 
Pittsburgh, PA to begin his career in ministry at 
Amplify Church while also working for Riverside 
Center for Innovation, a not-for-profit organization 
focused on economic development with minority-
owned businesses. Adam plans to utilize his 
education and life experience to bring restoration 
and the Gospel to the city and people of Pittsburgh.

Adam and his parents, Bryan and Robin, were 
profoundly grateful for his transformational 
Houghton experience, particularly the mentorship 
of Richard Eckley, Professor Emeritus of Theology. 

A student in a number of Dr. Eckley’s 
classes, Adam kept finding his way to the 
professor’s office where he encountered 
genuine interest, concern and friendly 
advice. “Rich went above and beyond to 
mentor Adam in his academic pursuits, 
his vocational pursuits and his spiritual 
life,” explains Bryan Gerard.

The Gerards are passionate about Biblical 
education and firmly believe in the 
mission of Houghton College. Because 
of these motivators and the impact of 
Professor Eckley on Adam’s life, they 
were inspired to start talking with Ben 
Colter, Donor Engagement Coordinator, 
about benefiting future theology students 
to help make Houghton even more 
affordable. That ongoing conversation 
eventually included Karl Sisson, Vice 
President for Advancement and External 
Engagement. Karl discussed the lasting 
power of an endowed scholarship with 
the Gerards and how it could effectively 
be utilized to meet their personal goals 
while also paying tribute to Dr. Eckley. 
Bryan and Robin soon made a verbal 
commitment to create the Professor 
Richard Eckley Scholarship with details 
such as timing and scholarship criteria to 
be worked out.
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Adam Gerard ‘19 with his theology 
professor and mentor, Dr. Richard Eckley



The story of the Eckley Scholarship was 
and is not over. Shortly after the Gerards’ 
commitment, Karl had an opportunity 
to visit with another beloved, retired 
theology professor, Rev. Harold Kingdon 
’57, and his wife, Mary (Sell ’56), in High 
Point, North Carolina. The Kingdons 
remained well connected with Houghton, 
particularly Harold’s former colleagues 
in the Theology department. When Dr. 
Kingdon happened to mention Rich 
Eckley, Karl was moved to share the 
developing story.

Harold was curious and began asking 
questions. Grateful for Houghton College 
and the inspiration of the Gerards, 
on the heels of that conversation, the 
Kingdons created the Harold and Mary 
(Sell) Kingdon Scholarship shortly before 
Mary passed away. In memoriam, Harold 

encouraged those who wished to pay 
tribute to Mary to consider making a gift 
in her honor to join them in growing their 
endowed fund.

Rev. Charles Williamson ’58 fondly 
remembers Harold from their years 
together as Houghton students. When he 
and wife Edna heard about the Kingdons’ 
new endowed scholarship, they decided 
to give sooner than originally planned to 
experience the joy of helping Houghton 
students access a high-quality, Christ-
centered education.

Dr. Eckley’s investment in Adam Gerard 
inspired Bryan and Robin Gerard. The 
Gerards’ generosity inspired Harold and 
Mary Kingdon, which, in turn, inspired 
Charles and Edna Williamson. There are 
future chapters of gratitude to be written. 
What chapter will you write?

Inspiring Additional 
Generosity

Harold and Mary (Sell ‘56) Kingdon ‘57

It will be fascinating 
to see how these 
examples of obedience 
and generosity will 
inspire others to make 
gifts that will also leave 
a lasting legacy. 



The James S. Luckey Society was established in 2010 to 
honor those donors whose gift plans set a firm foundation 
for the long-term financial health of Houghton College and 
its continued ability to support Houghton students as they 
pursue God’s call on their lives.

Like these legacy gift donors, James S. Luckey – aptly 
remembered as “The Builder” – demonstrated such 
qualities as faithfulness, hard work and deep concern for 
students. As Houghton’s first official president, Dr. Luckey 
set his nearly inexhaustible energy to the task of raising a 
relatively unknown seminary to a fully accredited college 
with a reputation for academic excellence and faith.

Even as he pursued this vision, Dr. Luckey attended to the 
young people God put in his care, often quietly paying their 
tuition or finding them jobs that would provide room and 
board to ensure their stay.

Members of the James S. Luckey Society share a similar 
vision. They give wisely for the long term, whether it is 
through will bequests, charitable trusts and annuities, 
insurance policies, or the creation of endowments. They 
have the big picture in mind, yet their gifts attend to the 
details. Their support has a major impact on the future of 
Houghton College, but it also touches the lives of individual 
students – students who will become the future servant 
leaders of our world.
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GIFT PLANNING
CONTACT INFORMATION

Office of Advancement 
Houghton College 
One Willard Avenue
Houghton, NY 14744

Phone: 585.567.9340 

Fax: 585.567.9208

advancement@houghton.edu

www.houghton.edu/giving/

Please call. I/we want to learn more about creating a legacy of inspirational 
generosity through the creation of an endowed fund.

Name(s): _____________________________________________________________

Phone(s): _____________________________________________________________

Email(s): ______________________________________________________________

Please mail this completed form to:
Office of Advancement, Houghton College, One Willard Avenue, Houghton, NY 14744-012

To get the latest information from Houghton College, please contact us to share your email address.





Contribute to an Existing 
Endowed Fund
If you wish to honor a beloved faculty or staff member, please consider contributing to one of these already 
existing endowed scholarship funds.

If you do not see the name of someone you wish to honor, consider contacting the Office of Advancement 
to discuss creating a new endowed scholarship fund today.

Arnold Cook Scholarship  |  supporting business majors

Bill Roeske Scholarship  |  supporting science majors

Charles H. Finney Scholarship  |  supporting organ or church music majors

Claude Ries Scholarship  |  supporting academically qualified juniors or seniors pursuing careers in 
ministry or missions

Dr. Katherine W. Lindley Scholarship  |  supporting juniors or seniors pursuing law school or 
government service careers

Dr. Storer W. Emmett Scholarship  |  supporting students pursuing careers in medical missions or as 
healthcare professionals

Dr. Wei Hu Alumni Scholarship  |   supporting computer or data science majors with an interest in 
agriculture and/or diversity matters

James E. Barcus, Jr. Scholarship  |  supporting seniors majoring in English or American Literature

James H. (“Pop”) and Lillian May Mills Scholarship  |  supporting first-generation college students

Ken Boon Scholarship  |  supporting juniors or seniors majoring in biology and planning to enter the 
field of medicine or research

Kenneth and Doris Nielsen Scholarship  |  supporting academically qualified residents of Allegany 
County, New York 

Laurence K. and Vesta I. Mullen Scholarship  |  supporting “worthy and promising” students

Lionel Basney Memorial Scholarship  |  supporting academically qualified English majors

Nancy Bidwell Barcus Scholarship  |  supporting an outstanding Writing major

Professor George E. Moreland Scholarship  |  supporting students pursuing careers as doctors of 
medicine or as biological or physical scientists

Professor Jake Jacobson Scholarship  |  supporting any student with financial need

Professor Robert Cummings Scholarship  |  supporting any student with financial need

Professor William & Elizabeth O’Byrne Scholarship  |  supporting students majoring in Christian 
education or missions and/or pursuing a full-time career in Christian ministry

Shirley A. Mullen Scholarship  |  supporting academically qualified humanities majors in their 
sophomore, junior or senior years who have demonstrable financial need

S. W. Paine Global Studies Scholarship  |  supporting global studies students who are interested in 
cross-cultural ministry with financial need

William T. Allen Scholarship  |  supporting students majoring in music composition in their junior, senior 
or graduate year

To see a complete list of endowed scholarships: www.houghton.edu/EndowedScholarships


